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Congratulations to the Research Institute on Peace and Security on
its 40th anniversary!

Ijoined RIPS as a graduate student in the mid-1980s, and was
honored to have known some of its founding intellectuals,
pioneers in Japanese security thinking.  Professors Inoki
Masamichi and Kosaka Masataka believed strongly in teaching
young Japanese interested in international relations. They were
both realists — at the time a striking minority among Japanese
scholars, and understood the need for a strong cadre of future
scholars who could analyze the world for Japan.

They wanted Japan’s next generation of scholars to
understand the world, but equally important, they wanted these
young experts to help prescribe the solutions that would help
Japan maintain its peace and security. Professor Inoki had
written about Japan’s prewar experience, about the militarism that
got in the way of good strategic choices and destroyed Japanese
society. Professor Kosaka was a observer of the postwar world
in which Japan had to navigate both the nuclear competition
between the superpowers and an Asia that was recovery its own
set of regional politics.

RIPS had an amazing team of scholars when I was a research
assistant, and their generosity to this emerging American scholar
was unbounded. I worked closely with distinguished experts on
Japan’s defenses, Professors Nishihara Masashi and Sakanaka
Tomohisa. Both of these scholars advised their governments,
helping the Defense Agency (now a full fledged Ministry) develop
their plans and think about how to build a Self Defense Force that
thought about the world and understood the need for collaboration.
Professor Nishihara went on to become President of the National
Defense Academy, directing the studies of young Self Defense
Force cadets, and a lifelong friend.

While at RIPS, I participated in Professor Nishihara’s new
fellowship initiative, initially funded by the Ford Foundation.
Dedicated to bringing more young scholars into the field of
security studies, this program over the years grew to include many
of Japan’s leading security policy thinkers. My job was to test their
English, a grueling prospect for many but one that allowed me to
contribute in a small way to RIPS project of educating a new
generation of defense intellectuals.

Perhaps most important, RIPS has mentored generations of
Japanese security and international relations experts. [ am
delighted to see the long list of alumni that have graduated from
the (name) program, and to see the vision of RIPS so many years
ago be realized.

RIPS continues to be a vital part of Japan’s policy landscape.
Leading practitioners in the Ministry of Defense and Foreign
Affairs turn to the scholars at RIPS for their input and for their
recommendations, and join them in the critical discussions about
Japanese strategy in today's rapidly evolving geopolitics.

Congratulations to Professor Nishihara for his indomitable
leadership and to all of the RIPS scholars!
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Brian Job, Paul Evans, and David Dewitt
(University of British Columbia and York
University)

It is a pleasure to congratulate RIPS on its 40th
anniversary. Over the last four decades RIPS has
cemented its role as a critically important
institution promoting the advancement of
scholarship and informed policy on regional and
global security matters. As Japan’s first private,
research-based, think tank on these matters, RIPS
has been a model within the region and beyond for
its pioneering sponsorship of the non-partisan
engagement of academics, experts, officials, and
senior government officials in Track2 and Track1.5
dialogue at multiple levels, (e.g. CSCAP, ARF, ARF
EEP, Trilateral Commission.) RIPS’ fellowship
programs have launched the careers of three
generations of scholars, notably including young
women - a lasting legacy seen in appointments in
universities, ministries, and think tanks in Japan
and numerous other countries.

RIPS has Dbenefited from distinguished
leadership, from Masamichi Inoki at its inception,
to Masashi Nishihara, whose vision over the last
decade has seen RIPS take on a broadened
spectrum of security concerns and sustained its
relevance at the forefront of analysis of the rapidly
evolving Asia Pacific security order.

We especially appreciate the role that RIPS
has played in advancing Canada-Japan relations,
specifically through its shaping and continued
support of the Japan-Canada Symposium on Peace
and Security Cooperation. Established in 1997, the
now annual Symposium has brought together
senior officials, experts, and academics fostering an
understanding of our respective perspectives on
current crises and longer-term mutual security
concerns including peacekeeping, and non-
traditional security issues in maritime, cyber, and
space domains.

With colleagues around the world, we salute
Masashi Nishihara and RIPS associates for their
contributions and look forward to RIPS continued
success.
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